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The mutual fund that focuses on international equities
Introduction
For right investors should have to know foreign stocks investments can be a better move in creating a smart portfolio. Consequently, the mutual funds which invest at international stock level have high chances to have as much market risk as compared to the mutual funds which invest in the United States of America stocks. This shows that many investors are right to save the allocated funds elsewhere ranging between 10 and 20 percent. Therefore, the Index Funds can be an excellent method to evaluate diversified Mutual Funds for International Investing. This can be done through the Vanguard Total International Stock Index (VGTSX), Fidelity International Index Fund (FSPSX) and Vanguard European Stock Index (VEUSX) (Li, 2019)
Vanguard Total International Stock Index
Therefore, the best index fund to use in this case will be the Vanguard Total International Stock Index (VGTSX). Due to extensive exposure of the international stocks in the field of the markets, it is roughly to be at the matrix of VGTSX. It consists of about more than 6,000 non-U.S. stocks which are found at the tracks of the  FTSE Global All Cap ex-United State Index. The VGTS expense ratio is as low as 0.11%, but the initial minimum investment is $3,000. The placement is objected to seek the performance of a benchmark index that identifies the investment return of stocks given in business company that is within developing and upcoming markets forces, more so in the U.S (Shao, 2019). The Total Stock Market Index operates at a rate of (3- 5) percent turnover per year. This is a low rate of stock turnover within the portfolio, and it is the bedrock of its tax efficiency that is relative to active management of mutual funds that might turnover up to (50, 60, 70) percent per year. The fee structures of the VGTSX  has an expense ratio of 0.17 percent, and this means that the Mutual fund fees and expenses are charges that may be incurred by investors who hold funds.
The fee structure for Vanguard Total International Stock Fund is indicated in the table below.
	Account type
	Fees

	Nonretirement accounts, Roth, traditional, and SEP-IRAs. UGMAs, UTMAs, and education savings accounts.
	$20 for each account. Vanguard Brokerage Services assesses the fee if the total Vanguard assets in the report are less than $10,000. 

	Mutual fund only account
	$20 for each Vanguard mutual fund where account balance is less than $10,000.

	Simple IRAs
	$25 for each Vanguard mutual fund in each account.

	403 (b) plans
	$5 per month per Participant amounting to $60 per year.

	Individual 401(k) & Individual Roth 401(k) plans
	$20 for each Vanguard mutual fund in each account.


 
 Performance of Vanguard Total International Stock Index during the past five years
Over the past five years the performance fund has returned as follows -5.25% for the past year, 7.99% for the past three years, 2.70% for the past five years and 8.85% for the past decade.
Average Performance as of 03-31-2019 reported net of fees2.
	

	Investment 
	Year 
	Last Month
	Last Quarter
	Previous 12 Months
	3 Year
	5 Year
	10 Year
	Since Inception
	Inception Date

	Vanguard Aggressive Growth Portfolio
	12.45%
	1.12%
	12.45%
	2.87%
	11.09%
	7.5%
	0.0%
	107.7%
	10/28/2011

	Vanguard Growth Portfolio
	10.02%
	1.33%
	10.02%
	3.38%
	8.88%
	6.45%
	0.0%
	83.4%
	10/28/2011

	Vanguard Moderate Growth Portfolio
	7.65%
	1.52%
	7.65%
	3.88%
	6.65%
	5.31%
	0.0%
	60.5%
	10/28/2011

	Vanguard Conservative Growth Portfolio
	5.3%
	1.76%
	5.3%
	4.27%
	4.38%
	4.06%
	0.0%
	39.1%
	10/28/2011

	Vanguard Income Portfolio
	2.08%
	1.26%
	2.08%
	3.39%
	1.71%
	1.99%
	0.0%
	12.9%
	10/28/2011

	Vanguard Interest Accumulation Portfolio
	0.49%
	0.19%
	0.49%
	1.97%
	1.12%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	3.4%
	03/02/2016

	Vanguard Total Stock Market Index Portfolio
	13.98%
	1.42%
	13.98%
	8.57%
	13.22%
	10.06%
	0.0%
	149.5%
	10/28/2011

	Vanguard Total International Stock Index Portfolio
	10.17%
	0.72%
	10.17%
	-5.42%
	7.77%
	2.5%
	0.0%
	39.7%
	10/28/2011

	Vanguard Total Bond Market Index Portfolio
	2.88%
	1.99%
	2.88%
	4.25%
	1.7%
	2.37%
	0.0%
	17.7%
	10/28/2011



Actual return for the fund for the 12 months ending December 2018
Vanguard Total International Stock Index Fund                                                         Total Return
Investor Shares                                                                                                                  -8.71%
ETF Shares
Market Price                                                                                                                      -9.06
Net Asset Value                                                                                                                -8.63
Admiral™ Shares                                                                                                             -8.63
Institutional Shares                                                                                                           -8.60
Institutional Plus Shares                                                                                                    -8.58
Institutional Select Shares                                                                                                -8.56
FTSE Global All Cap ex US Index                                                                                  -8.29
International Funds Average                                                                                            -8.67
Therefore, if an investor invested $10,000 at the end of December 2017, it would then mean that his or her investment at the end of December 2018 would be;
 -8.71%+-9.06%+-8.63%+8.63%+-8.60%+-8.58%+-8.56%+-8.29%+-8.67%= 77.73%
                                             77.73% * $10000      = $936.06
                                                      100
                                             $10000 + $936.06 = $10936.06
The International stocks which are rallied early in the 12 months ended December 2018, would fall back due to the amid trade tensions and tightening monetary policy that may arise upon the business company. Therefore, rising of the United States dollar hurt international equities, with emerging markets hit particularly hard. 
However, the level of management fees charged by the fund would be $936.06. This is because an investor invested $10,000 at the end of December 2017; this would follow that his or her investment at the end of December 2018 would be accompanied by some fees which will sum up to $936.06 which was reflected in the assessment of return (Stankevičienė and Petronienė, 2019). 
The appropriate benchmark to use under this case is Smart Beta. It tries to seek and enhance the returns which an investor can achieve by investing in a standard passive fund through identifying the stocks which are based on certain variables (Stankevičienė and Petronienė, 2019). Consequently, this fund is much related to type benchmark where the investments were made in a period. Lastly, the investor would have better off since this type of parameter is used to analyze the allocation, risk, and return of a given portfolio thereby examining them in details for a given business company.
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